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to take it. And when we have a challenge,
like the challenge in Colombia, we have to
meet it.

The United States wants to do its part. It’s
very much in our interest to do so. We have
benefited more than any other country in the
world from the last decade, and we need to
stand up here and do our part to be good
neighbors and to help other people benefit
as well.

But we need all your help. We have to
win in Colombia. We have to win the fight
for the Free Trade Area of the Americas. We
have to prove that freedom and free markets
go hand-in-hand. That’s what you believe,
and we’re going to be given a chance to prove
it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Loy Henderson Auditorium at the State Depart-
ment. In his remarks, he referred to Assistant to
the President and Special Envoy to the Americas
Kenneth H. (Buddy) MacKay; David Rockefeller,
founder, Council of the Americas; Ambassadors
Guillermo Gonzalez of Argentina, Luis Alberto
Moreno of Colombia, Alfredo Toro of Venezuela,
and Rubens Antonio Barbosa of Brazil; former
Secretary of the Treasury Robert E. Rubin; and
President Andres Pastrana of Colombia.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Amending Certain Federal
Reporting Requirements
May 2, 2000

Today I signed into law S. 1769, a bill to
continue a number of existing Federal re-
ports scheduled to expire on May 15 of this
year, as well as modify certain reporting re-
quirements related to two of these reports.

New section 2519(2)(b)(iv) of title 18 of
the United States Code provides for general
reporting by the Department of Justice of
law enforcement encounters with encrypted
communications in the execution of wiretap
orders. In signing S. 1769, I state my under-
standing that the reporting required by sec-
tion 2519(2)(b)(iv) is limited to general ag-
gregate data concerning the total number of
times law enforcement encountered
encryption and the total number of instances
in which encryption prevented access to plain
text. The reporting requirement of S. 1769

does not require specific case-by-case or
order-by-order reporting, which could jeop-
ardize law enforcement sources and methods
and provide clear direction to criminals seek-
ing to use encryption to hide their unlawful
conduct.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
May 2, 2000.

NOTE: S. 1769, approved May 2, was assigned
Public Law No. 106–197.

Proclamation 7301—Older
Americans Month, 2000
May 2, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Older Americans are a treasured link to

our past. With courage, hard work, and un-
wavering devotion to family, community, and
country, our older citizens helped to make
the 20th century the American century. They
preserved our freedom through the crucible
of World War II; opposed Communist ag-
gression in Korea and through the long, dark
years of the Cold War; marched for labor
reform and civil rights; raised their families,
volunteered in their communities, and often
postponed their own dreams to fulfill the
dreams of their children. Their character,
values, and patriotism laid the foundation for
the peace and prosperity we enjoy today.

Older Americans have indeed contributed
much to the story of our past; and they have
much still to offer our future. Today, people
are living longer, more active, and more inde-
pendent lives than ever before, and one in
four Americans between the ages of 65 and
69 has a job, either part-time or full-time.
Many older Americans want to work, are able
to work, and have skills and experience that
businesses need in today’s booming econ-
omy.

Recognizing the changing role of older
men and women in our society, this year the
Congress unanimously passed, and I was
pleased to sign into law, the Senior Citizens’
Freedom to Work Act of 2000, which ushers
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in a new era of opportunity for older Ameri-
cans. Before passage of this landmark legisla-
tion, seniors who continued to work after age
65 risked having some of their Social Security
benefits withheld until they stopped working
or turned 70 years old. By eliminating this
confusing and outdated retirement earnings
test, the new legislation will ensure that mil-
lions of older workers who wish to continue
working will be able to keep their full Social
Security benefits regardless of their age or
earning level.

It is appropriate that we enact this new
law in the year when we celebrate the 65th
anniversary of Social Security and the 35th
anniversary of Medicare, Medicaid, and the
Older Americans Act. Millions of older citi-
zens have been assisted by these programs,
and, as the baby boom generation ages, mil-
lions more will be relying on them in this
new century.

To recognize the profound debt our Na-
tion owes its older citizens, and to prepare
wisely for the impact that increasing
longevity will have on nearly every aspect of
our society in the coming years, we must re-
affirm our commitment to saving Social Se-
curity, strengthening Medicare—including a
prescription drug benefit—and modernizing,
improving, and reauthorizing the Older
Americans Act. We must also enact my Ad-
ministration’s long-term care initiative,
which, among other important measures,
provides tax relief and support services to the
millions of family caregivers who devote
countless hours to helping older loved ones
remain in their homes and communities. By
doing so, we can both honor the immeas-
urable contributions that older men and
women bring to our national life and ensure
that they lead independent, active, fulfilling
lives for many years to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 2000 as
Older Americans Month. I urge Government
officials, business people, community lead-
ers, educators, volunteers, and all the people
of the United States to celebrate the con-
tributions older Americans have made, and

continue to make, to the progress and pros-
perity of our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this second day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 3, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 4.

Proclamation 7302—Jewish Heritage
Week, 2000
May 2, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
For centuries, Jews from every corner of

the globe have come to America seeking the
right to worship in freedom and to pursue
their individual hopes and dreams in peace.
For many, the journey was a desperate flight
from oppression and persecution to a new
life in a new country. Bolstered by powerful
family and community ties and drawing
strength and hope from their ancient reli-
gious traditions, Jews in America not only
survived the difficult transition, but also
thrived.

From science and the arts to business and
the law; as teachers, physicians, journalists,
judges, musicians, and policymakers; from
neighborhood stores to the corridors of Con-
gress; from the Armed Forces to the
Supreme Court, generations of American
Jews have succeeded in every sector of our
society. And the rewards of that success are
shared by us all. Our Nation has benefited
immeasurably from the character, values,
and achievements of our Jewish citizens.

Building on the Jewish tradition of hospi-
tality toward strangers and acutely aware of
the long and tragic history of prejudice and
persecution against their people, Jews in
America have committed themselves to toler-
ance, justice, human rights, and the rule of
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